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ILLUSTRATIONS BY MATT WUERKER

Discordant Cuba
Policy

First the feds tried to break
Manuel Noriega by blasting
him out of his sanctuary with
rock and heavy metal music.
At the six-week-long siege at
Waco, Texas, the FBI Top 40
—played to drive out the
Davidians —included the
sounds of sirens, sea gulls,
off-hook telephones, bag-
pipes, crying babies, dying
rabbits, crowing roosters
and dental drills, plus Alice
Cooper and, in a particularly
vicious touch, Nancy Sina-
tra’s “These Boots Are Made
for Walking,” over and over.

Now the US s trying to
bring Cuba to its knees with
untuned pianos. Despite
the trade embargo, Califor-
nia piano tuner Benjamin
Treuhaft was granted a spe-
cial license to ship 126 old
pianos and parts to Cuba
for distribution to music
schools and promising stu-
dents. Treuhaft became a
common sight in Havana,
pedaling his bicycle though
the streets making house
calls to tune and repair lo-
cal instruments.

But soon, his “Send-a-
Piana-to-Havana” campaign
ran afoul of the US govern-
ment officials who must
have been holed up reading
Kafka and watching Three
Stooges movies during the
piano campaign’s early
stages. They quickly rallied
to action.

This April, Treuhaft re-
ceived a notice from the
Treasury Department an-
nouncing its intention to
slap him with a $10,000
penalty for violating the em-
bargo on trade with Cuba.
“Tuning with the enemy,”
said his mother, celebrated
pinko writer Jessica Mit-
ford, who was hounded by
the McCarthy witch hunts
of the ’50s, “is still punish-
ableby 10 years in prison.”

Treuhaft had originally

pose of torture or other hu-
manrights abuse.” He felt
secure in that pledge since
“None of the pianos will be
painted white, have can-
dalabras placed on them, or
be played by anyone wear-
ing a sequined jacket.” But
when Washington bureau-
crats questioned whether
pianos were in-
deed “humanitar-
ian aid” Treuhaft
conteded that the
fiendish communists just
might find a way to use
them for military purposes.
Administration officials,
on condition of anonymity,

| speculated that the aim of

the policy was actually to
protect the pianos since it is
atrue fact that Cubans tor-
ture and abuse their pianos
by playing salsa on them
which, according to Treuhatft,
involves “pounding the keys
twice as hard as anyone else.”

applied to the Commerce’ (R

Department to export the A

/“"“t

pianos as humanitarian aid &—

and saw his request re-
routed, bizarrely, to the Of-
fice of Missile and
Nuclear Technology.
Apparently, that office
failed to recognize the
weapons’ potential of
music and eventually
gave him the OK.
“Had I asked to
ship TOW mis-
siles toIraq,”
Treuhaft said,
“they probably
would have ap-
proved it right away.
But pianos took a
few extra weeks.”
Inthe official forms
Treuhaft filled out, he
pledged that the ex-
ported items would not
be “used for the pur-

With the fate of the free
world in the balance, US of-
ficials are standing firm
and the mission of musical
mercy is currently stalled.
Meanwhile, Treuhaft con-
tinues to threaten democ-
racy as we know it from the
Underwater Piano Shop he
runs in San Francisco, so-
named because “] some-
times tune below C level.”
On the wall is a photo of Fi-
del, whom he refers toas “a
nice old fart.”

Some FBI Agents
Like It Hot

It looks like FBI agent Tho-
mas W.W. Ward made a kill-
ing on pepper gas. In the last
issue, CAQ reported that at
least 60 people had died in
custody after police sprayed
them with the debilitatingly
painful chemical.

After the FBI endorsed the
spray, more than 3,000 local
law enforcement agencies
added it to their arsenals.
As amethod of restraint, it
was touted as more humane
than abullet to the brain;
as a form of extrajudicial

punish-
ment, it
was seen
as less
likely to
create bruises

old-fashioned
Rodney King-
style beating.

orbad PRthana
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It was also more profitable
— at least for FBI agent
Ward, former director of the
FBI's Quantico Firearms
Training Unit and the agen-
cy’s chief expert on pepper
spray. This spring, he pled
guilty to a single count fel-
ony-for accepting a $57,000
kickback. The payment was
made by Lucky Police Prod-
ucts, the manufacturer of
Cap-Stun pepper, the coun-
try’s second largest manu-
facturer of OC or pepper gas.
Ward, who supervised, ap-
proved and guaranteed the
quality and safety of the pep-
per spray, also promoted his
product in a widely dissemi-
nated official FBI training
film, a.k.a. infomercial.

The FBI said it would con-
tinue using Cap-Stun since
it was “unaware of any ba-
sis for finding that pepper
spray is not ... safe and ef-
fective.” Although eligible
for a $250,000 fine and five
years in prison, Ward re-
cieved two months in prison
and three years parole.

The Phoenix That
Rose from Others’
Ashes

As the Watergate-era war
criminals slowly die off, the
nauseatingly hagiographic
eulogies are emetic enough
to give the Statue of Liberty
dry heaves. First Richard
Nixon, and now former CIA
head William Colby of Op-
eration Phoenix infamy:.

A60 Minutes feature, aired
while Colby was still miss-
ing, showed the old spook
admitting that he and the.
agency had knowingly aban-
doned to certain capture or
death hundreds of South Vi-
etnamese spies it dropped
into North Vietnam. It turns
out that the infiltration pro-
gram was itselfinfiltrated
from the start by the North
and that the US knew it.

But the bureaucracy of
death rolled on, fueled by
the arrogance of those who
thought they could run the

program better than the last
guy and by the cowardice of
those who wouldn’t
stick their necks out
to stop the slaugh-
ter. Colby
hadthedis- &
tinctionof ‘@
fallinginto
both catego-
ries.

After the Vi-
etnam War,
negotiations
brought the
release of
US POWs.
Meanwhile
the fate of
these —=
non-
white employees
was ignored, and they lan-
guished in prison for up to
17 years without any at-
tempt by the MIA/POW lobby
or the agency to intervene.
Now the Pentagon refuses
even to give them back pay.

Colby blandly allowed
that it was all a shame, but
had apparently done noth-
ing to redress the wrong.
Not surprising for aman
who cut his eye-fangsina
CIA covert op to interfere in
the Italian electoral process
to keep the Communists
from gaining power. He then
moved on to Vietnam where
he rosily spun Ngo Dinh
Diem’s victory in the 1961
South Vietnam election
(rigged by the CIA) as a
source of “hope” and “stabil-
ity.” As director of Operation
Phoenix, he oversaw a “paci-
fication program” in which
20-40,000 suspected Viet-
namese “Communists” were
rounded up and executed;
some were tortured. He was
director of the CIAby 1973,
when the agency overthrew
Salvador Allende, demo-
cratically-elected president
of Chile, and set the stage
for two decades of brutal
military dictatorship. The
CIA’s Chile operation was,
Colby later said, a “proto-
type or laboratory experi-

ment to test techniques of
heavy financial investment
in an effort to discredit and
bring down a government.”
No wonder he was the liber-
als’ favorite spook.

But when journalist Ori-
anna Fallaci interviewed
Colby a few years later in
1976, she recognized a true
believer. After a frustrating
interview, she told him, “Had
youbeen born on the other
side of the barricades, you
would have made a perfect
Stalinist.” “I reject that
statement,” Colby replied,
“but, well ... it might be. No,
no, it might not.”

But all is forgotten/for-
given now in eulogies that
gloss over or omit entirely
the list of war crimes in
which Colby was complicit.
Instead, the mediaring
with praise for Colby, the
man who “opened up” the
CIA and revealed its secrets.
In fact, he mostly confirmed
to the Congress already com-
promised or about-to-be
compromised operations —
as he was required to do by
law.

Ifthe phrase “too little,
too late” hadn’t already been
awarded permanent resi-
dence on Robert McNamara’s
well-appointed walls, it
would be a nice epitaph for

Colby. Rather than reveal-
ing and redressing those
misadventures that he now
admits were a shame, the
former DCI cashed in on his
status by becoming a secu-
rity consultant. He recently
teamed up with a former
KGB chiefto market a CD-
ROM game about tradecraft.
Picture the two over Buds
and Stoli comparing notes
on the finer points of wet-
work. One can hardly wait
for Henry Kissinger to die
— ifonly to hear the eulo-
gies he will reap.

Rehabilitate Thyself
Another former CIA head is
cashinginonhis name and
connections. In October
1995, R. James Woolsey
joined the board of directors
ofthe Sun Healthcare Group.
A$1billion company based
in Albuquerque, Sunis cur-
rently under federal investi-
gation for billing fraud at
some of its nursing and reha-
bilitation homes around the
country. Sundance Rehabili-
tation, the unit under inves-
tigation, provides therapy at
many of Sun’s 145 nursing
homes and at 565 other fa-
cilities in 30 states.

After obtaining a search
warrant to find “evidence of
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conspiracy to defraud the
government with respect to
claims; false claims; and ob-
struction of proceeding be-
fore departments, agencies
and committees,” the FBI
raided a Sun-owned facility
in Seattle on July 26, 1995.

In an affidavit obtained
by CAQ, Jeffrey A. Stanley,
an FBI special agent as-
signed to the Health Care
Task Force, charged that
Sun CEO Andrew Turner
had issued “a verbal policy”
instructing employees to
“misrepresent group ther-
apy sessions” and, as aSun
worker quoting Turner re-
ported, “just bill it as indi-
vidual therapy.” For example,
atherapist would simulta-
neously help five stroke vic-
tims relearn how to eat and
would charge Medicare for
five individual sessions. Ac-
cording to Woolsey, Sun re-
ceived “about 40 percent” of
itsincome from Medicare.

Woolsey joined the Sun
board after the raid and af-
ter two other board members
had resigned. The ex-DCI
said he was aware of the
fraud investigation when
he accepted the seat. “I made
a general inquiry and found
that there was no reason
not to go onboard.” Asked if
he considered that there was
aproblem working for a
company involved in Medi-
care fraud, he declined to
answer “hypothetical ques-
tions.” He later added that
he had no ethical constraints
since “almost all companies
face investigation.”

Asked why he wanted to
the board seat, Woolsey
said “it is an interesting in-
dustryand I am honored.”

In addition to the honor,
Woolsey estimated his cash
compensation at $35,000 a
year plus a generous stock
option plan — equivalent to
more than two years’pay
for most of the people who

care,” the former spook
cites his experience as a cor-
porate lawyer and litigator
as thereason he was se-
lected. As the fraud investi-
gation continues, those
qualifications will no doubt
come in handy.

On the reassuring side,
Woolsey is no longer a mem-
ber of the President’s Com-
mission on Federal Ethics
Law Reform.

Making the Grade
Nigel Rodley, UN’s special in-
vestigator for torture and
other cruel, inhuman or de-
grading treatment, included
the US on the select list of
those who commit serious
violations against prisoners.
It joins company with Iraq,
Israel, Pakistan, Turkey,
Chile, Colombia, Egypt, In-
dia, and others. Rodley’s re-
port describes
conditions at certain
high security prisons
inthe US as “inhu-
man and degrading,”
and singles out for
special mention the \
Security Housing I
Unit at California’s
Pelican Bay. (See
CAQ, Summer1993.)
“Inrecent litigation,
the federal district
court concluded the
conditions ‘may
press the outer
bounds of what most hu-
mans can psychologi-
cally tolerate,” ” Rodley
noted. “A substantial

and Rakiya Omar detailed
the role of the Roman Catho-
lic Church in laying the ideo-
logical groundwork for the
genocide in the predominantly
Catholic nation of Rwanda.
Already linked to complic-
ity with Nazi Germany, the
Argentine military junta
and other unsavory regimes,
the Roman Catholic Church
got a tad touchy. Pope John
PaulIl, in a letter sent to
Bishop Thaddee Ntihinyur-
wa, president of Rwandan
Bishops Conference, said
the church cannot be held
responsible for wrong deeds
of its members who violated
church teachings. He then
recommended that members
ofthechurch
who sinned ‘5\ —
should have Y, fmwm
the courage
ofbearing

ily member that will keep
track of what programs were
used for how long and snitch
ifthe kiddies spent time
playing games and surfing
the net rather than doing
their homework.

The South Will

Rise Again

...and when this part of it
does, it will still be brain-
deep in the toxic sludge ofra-
cism.Inaspeechprepared
for a debate over whether to
fly the Confederate battle
flag over the state capitol,
Alabama State Sen. Charles
Davidson, he quoted the Bi-
ble to justify slavery as part
of God’s plan. “You may ac-
quire male and female
slaves from the pagan na-
tions around you” (Leviticus
25:40) and the senator then
admonished that slaves
should “regard their
own masters as worthy
=~ Of all honor” (Timothy
N 1).

“The issue was
not race,” Davidson
protested. “It’s
Southern heri-
tage.'m on aone-
man leadership
campaign to get
the truth out
about what our
Southern heritage
is all about.”
Davidson’s Old
South was bathed
inthe happy glow
of cheerful slaves
and gentlehearted

number of prisoners in [the
unit] were said to be suffer-
ing from mental illness
caused or exacerbated by
their confinement in the
unit.” The UN investigation
also cited problems at deten-
tion facilities in Texas, Okla-
homa and Tennessee.

Pope Condemns
Loose Gannons, or
Still Waiting for the

the consequences of their
deeds against God and
their neighbors.

Daddy Is Watching

Anew computer program is
advertised as helping par-
ents limit the time their kids
spend on the computer by
shutting off the unit after a
set limit. But Time’s Up!
does more than that. It can
be little Johnny or Susie’s cy-

masters. “The incidence of
abuse, rape, broken homes
and murder are 100 times
greater today in the housing
projects,” he said, “than they
ever were in the slave plan-
tations in the Old South.
The truthis that nowhere on
the face of the earth, in all
time, were servants better
treated or better loved than
they were in the Old South
by white, black, Hispanic,

work in nursing homes. Pope to Bear All ber Big Brother. Mommy and Indian slave owners.”
While he admits to “very In a story for CAQ, Africa and Daddy can set up indi-

little background in health Rights heads Alex de Waal vidual dossiers for each fam- —Terry Allen
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MATT WUERKER

Lying for
A Living:

lie is not just the dictionary op-

posite of the truth. For although

what is true and what is false

can be subject to interpretation and
can change with context and time, lies
are something else. They are deliber-
. ate efforts to deceive. Some liars lie be-
" cause it is their job; some lie for

@Cy personal gain, expedience, or to ad-
. \

e m.\\\\‘)ﬁ\\\ N
il

\\\‘ \ | / / / / - V.ance ca.uses th.ey believe in; some be-
\ \ . lieve their own lies and no longer know
- the difference. We are not talking here
about “Your hair looks great, girl” lies,
. —— we are talking about a poisonous
v breach of ethics that rots trust be-
tween people, and between people and
their elected and appointed officials.
Lies and liars in the body politic are
so endemic it is hardly news. It should
be. A government that lies to its people
will always shrink from openness and fear
democracy. In that spirit CAQ introduces
its Liars’ Lair. Please send along your

nominations.
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by Kit Gage

Under the Terrorism Prevention Act, these IRA supporters in New York,
collecting money for prisoners’ families, could get 10 years in prison.

alling it “a mighty blow”
against terrorism, on April 24
President Clinton signed the
Terrorism Prevention Act. He added
that the US must “resolve to hold fast
against the forces of violence and divi-
sion by never allowing them to shake
our resolve or break our spirit, to
frighten us into sacrificing our sacred

freedoms or surrendering a drop of pre-

cious American liberty.”

But the act does exactly what Clin-
ton warned against. The administra-
tion, with bipartisan congressional
support, has indeed sacrificed “sacred
freedoms” and “precious American lib-
erty.” The biggest losers are not “terror-
ists,” but all who work to improve
conditions in the US and abroad, along
with US prisoners, legally resident for-
eigners, and would-be visitors and asy-
lum-seekers. Since the act does not
really affect only “terrorists,” then who
are its targets and why?

Kit Gage is the Washington representative of the Na-
tional Committee Against Repressive Legislation
(NCARD), a national civil liberties group defending the
right of political expression. She writes NCARL's The
Right to Know and the Freedom to Act.

The new law effectively guts habeas cor-
pus, the long-standing, constitutionally-
based right of prisoners to appeal state
court rulings to the federal courts. Un-
der this law, the federal courts may no
longer overrule state court interpreta-
tions of constitutional law. Even when
prisoners have compelling evidence of
their innocence or of having been
wrongly imprisoned, they will now have
to prove the state acted “unreasonably”
— anew, very tough standard. Further,
prisoners now have only a short time,
usually one year, to request their single
chance at federal review.

This provision has nothing to do with
“terrorism” and everything to do with
ongoing efforts to strip rights from pris-
oners. “Terrorism” offenses are federal
crimes, and those convicted of them
serve infederal prisons. The habeas “re-
forms” are exclusively aimed at in-
mates of state prisons.

The prisoners who most need habeas
are the poor and people of color, who are
most likely to have had inadequate rep-
resentation in their cases. Death row

ie: The Anti-Terrorism Bill Only Targets Terrorists

prisoners, too, take an especially hard
hit: There can be no effective redress
once you have been executed.

The law will, however, certainly in-
crease the number of people in federal
prisons under federal terrorism statutes
and the amount of time the serve. Acts
such as murder, kidnapping, or even prop-
erty damage, which are uniformly ille-
galunder already existingstate laws, may
now be prosecuted as federal terrorism
offenses, with even harsher sentences.

Unpopular Foreigners

The law gives the executive branch un-
fettered and practically unappealable
power to label groups “terrorist.” In do-
ingso, it virtually begs tobe misused for
narrow political purposes. Under the
act’s extremely broad definitions, which
encompass even threats to do property
damage as long as they involve conduct
in the US and abroad, groups in any
area of conflict around the world could
fit the definition.

The historical record makes the appli-
cation of this provision especially chilling.
Under Reagan, for example, the Sal-
vadoran FMLN was considered terrorist,
the Contras were not; Nelson Mandela’s
ANC was terrorist, Jonas Savimbi’s
UNITA was not; the PLO was terrorist, the
Afghan mujahadeen were not. Yet, all have
resorted to political violence. As in the
past, the label will inevitably be used ina
selective, politicized way that reflects pol-
icy-makers’ interests rather than any ob-
jective definition of “terrorism.”

Any armed revolutionary move-
ment, any national liberation strug-
gle, even any group active in areas of
conflict, risks being labeled a “terrorist”
organization. In fact, only movements
that contest US control or advocate the
wrong doctrine are likely to be deemed
“terrorist.” Movements friendly to US in-
terests will continue to receive aid, sup-
port, and encouragement instead of jail.

Humanitarian Aid
Once the president has labeled an or-
ganization “terrorist,” providing hu-

CAQ
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manitarian assistance to groups evenre-
motely affiliated with the “terrorists” be-
comes a federal crime. To make a donation,
for instance, to rebuild Hezbollah schools or
clinics in South Lebanon would be a crimi-
nal offense carrying a 10-year sentence —
for foreigners and US citizens alike.

It also turns banks into cops. Banks
must, on pain of a $50,000 fine, identify
domestic organizational or individual
“agents” (not defined) of “terrorist”
groups and freeze their funds, with no
right of appeal or provision to unfreeze
them. Had this law been in effect a dec-
ade ago, CISPES or US supporters of the
ANC could have had their organiza-
tions destroyed. Again, these provi-
sions virtually beg for selective
application by policy-makers and con-
stitute a direct attack on the First
Amendment rights of unpopular groups.

Immigrants

Some of the act’s most significant tar-
gets are immigrants and visiting for-
eigners. Now, people can be barred or
deported from the US simply because
they are members of a prohibited group.
They need not have engaged in any
criminal activity; instead, they are sub-
ject to guilt by association. Anurse at a
Hamas clinic on the West Bank, for ex-
ample, could be barred as a “terrorist”
although she spends her days healing,
not bombing.

The law also attacks the bedrock of
US criminal procedure by allowing the
government to deport permanent resi-
dents on the basis of secret evidence
heard in secret hearings by a special

- “Rawnumbers don’t show
anything.”

— Nora Manella, US attorney for Cali-

fornia’s Central District, responding to
a query about why, out of 53 federal
crack prosecutions in California, not
one targeted whites, Feb. 18, 1996.

Clarence Lusane is professor of political science at
Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn and author of Pipe
Dream Blues: Racism in the War on Drugs (Boston:
South End Press, 1991).

court. The rights of legal immigrants to
confront their accusers has vanished, at
least when “terrorism” is involved.

In a particularly cruel provision, the
law will turn back desperate asylum-
seekers at theborder. INS asylum officers
may now refuse admission on the spot to
people fleeing persecution simply be-
cause they failed to document their cases
thoroughly or to get proper travel papers
from the government they fled.

Peaceful Dissidents
Two years ago, 12 years of effort by ac-
tivists and constitutional law scholars
orchestrated by NCARL paid off with a

The habeas corpus reforms have
nothing to do with “terrorism”

and everything to do with

stripping prisoners’ rights.

specific bar on federal law enforcement
investigations of peaceful dissent. The
anti-terrorism bill explicitly undoes
that success, leaving the door open to
invasive government intrusion, par-
ticularly by the FBI. While not repeal-
ing the First Amendment, it sends a
chilling message to all who defend the
right to advocate poltical change.

The law also provides a billion-dollar
increase in the feds’ “anti-terrorism” ef-
fort. Given the act’s other, repressive pro-
visions, this money will undoubtedly be
used to track down and harass peaceful

. by Clarence Lusane

officials claim, the US war ondrugs

is color-blind, the color it is blind to

is black. Despite prosecutors’and politi-

cians’ lofty declarations that they write

and apply the drug laws without regard

to race, the data show that in the real

world, the “drug war” is waged largely
against the black community.

From carefully aimed drug statutes

to the racially biased exercise of police,

prosecutorial, and judicial discretion,

I f, as Manella and other government

dissenters, political activists, and mem-
bers of unpopular foreign groups or
causes. With the FBI and other federal
law enforcement agencies flush with cash
and set loose to “get terrorists,” those who
exercise the right to dissent or who advo-
cate political change are at risk.

Consequences
Clearly, the US government wants to
cut off funding and political support to
selected political movements abroad.
Equally clearly, significant movements
for political change almost always in-
clude both legal and illegal activities,
including the use of violence.

By criminalizing pre-
viously legal humanitarian
activity to prevent financial
support for illegal acts, the
US will effectively destroy
above-ground support for
the entire movement. As
non-violent, legal support-
ers of a cause are driven
either underground or into
passivity, the likelihood of an increase
in illegal activity grows. The result
could well be more bombs, not fewer. ;

This law will inevitably chill and dis-
rupt political speech and will scare citi-
zens and foreigners alike away from
legitimate political activity. Whoever gives
money to any cause abroad must worry

~ that the state will come crashing down on

them. Anyone who advocates political
change at home or abroad must think
twice. Who wants their life and associa-
tions subject to federal investigations at
the whim ofthe government? m

je: The Drug War Is Color-Blind and We Can Prove It

the system targets blacks. And US At-
torney Manella’s views notwithstand-
ing, raw numbers show a lot. In fact,
they show black drug offenders being
arrested, tried, and imprisoned in
wildly disproportionate numbers. Ac-
cording to Department of Justice statis-
tics reported by the Sentencing Project
last year, while African Americans
make up 12 percent of the US popula-
tionand 13 percent of monthly drug us-
ers, they suffer 35 percent of all drug
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Chain gangs are back and spreading from here, Limestone County, Alabama, to states including lllinois and Arizona.

arrests, 55 percent of drug convictions,
and 74 percent of prison sentences for
drug offenses.

Racial bias has become so evident in
California — US Attorney Manella’s turf
— that federal prosecutors there are fac-
ing a legal challenge over discriminatory
crack cocaine prosecutions. One Califor-
nia study found rates for young males un-
der supervision by the criminal justice
system were five percent for whites,
eleven percent for Latinos, and a stagger-
ing forty percent for young black men.

The “drug war” is creating a genera-
tionof African American POWs. Accord-
ing to the Lindesmith Foundation, a
drug policy reform group, by the end of
1994, almost seven percent of black
men were behind bars compared to one
percent of white males. The numbers
are even more grim for young African
Americans. In 1990, according to a re-
port released then by the Sentencing
Project, 23 percent of all black men be-
tween ages 20 and 29 were either injail
or prison, on probation, or on parole. A
1995 follow-up showed that the number
has now grown to 32.2 percent.

While, obviously, not all black men
in prison are drug offenders, the “war

ondrugs” is largely responsible for that
growth. In a recent five-year period
(1986-1991), the number of black men
behind bars on drug charges jumped
more than fourfold. Nor have black
women escaped the onslaught. During

Black drug offenders are arrested,
tried, convicted, and imprisoned
in wildly disproportionate numbers.

that same five-year period, their num-
bers in prison increased a mind-bog-
gling 828 percent. In fact, in recent
years, African American women have
become the group with the fastest
growth in numbers under some form of
criminal justice supervision — a 78
percent increase from 1989 to 1994.
This movement into the prisons is al-
most entirely due to drug crackdowns.
Contrary to the media hype and the
ravings of law-and-order lawmakers,
most of those being targeted — men
and women — are neither violent nor
drug dealers. Justice Department sta-
tistics show that of the 1.3 million drug

arrests in 1994, one million were for
simple possession.

While blacks clearly face discrimina-
tory attention in the War on Drugs, it is
the laws aimed at crack cocaine — and
their selective enforcement — that
most clearly gives the lie to
the “color-blind” argument.
Under the Anti-Drug Abuse
Act of 1988, five grams of
crack gets you five years in
prison. No parole, no proba-
tion, no judge’s discretion —
a mandatory five years. It
takes 500 grams of powder cocaine to
earn the same sen¢ence. Although re-
peated studies show no chemical differ-
ence between crack and powder
cocaine, law-makers and drug warriors
continue to resort to the “drug war”
falsehood that crack is more chemically
harmful and that crack users are more
violent and destructive to society. The
(usually) unspoken subtext is that
crack is a black drug, but that, too, is
false.

That most people arrested for crack
offenses are African Americans is indis-
putable, but, as the numbers show, the
arrest figures bear little relation to the
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racial makeup of the crack-using popu-
lation. According to the 1991 National
Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 52 per-
cent of crack cocaine users are white, 38
percent black and 10 percent Hispanic.
Yet, in spite of this fact, of the 53 fed-
eral cases for crack cocaine violations in
central California from 1991 to 1993,
not one defendant was white. This does
not mean, however, that white Califor-
nians were not using or selling crack.

political issue since Governor Wil-

son in California began scapegoat-
ing immigrants to fuel his 1994
re-election bid. The echoes of his cam-
paign and the companion “Proposition
187” vote in California made their way
to Congress in 1995, with the new Re-
publican majority pledging to “solve
America’s immigration crisis.”

The new immigration subcommittee
chairs, Lamar Smith (R-Texas) in the
House and Alan Simpson (R-Wyo.) in
the Senate, quickly introduced broad
legislation aimed at immigrants, dra-
matically increasing sanctions for any
violation of immigration laws, and pro-
posing deep cuts in family- and employ-
ment-based immigration. Congress has
finished action on these bills, which
now await conference deliberations and
final enactment. The arguments that
have fueled the debate have been filled
with distortions and outright lies.

Immigration has been a hot-button

« LIE #1 “Supporting the current sys-
tem means favoring the admission of
aunts, uncles, and cousins before the
admission of spouses and minor chil-
dren — hardly a pro-family position.”
— Rep. Lamar Smith (Washington
Times, Sept. 25, 1995). “It’s family
chain migration, with aunts, uncles,
and cousins coming in; over one mil-
lion a year each of the past five
years.” — Sen. Alan Simpson (Senate
Judiciary Committee, markup, Mar.
28, 1996).

Jeanne Butterfield is director of advocacy at the Ameri-
can Immigration Lawyers Association.

During roughly that same period, 222
whites faced crack charges in state
courts. Clearly, blacks are far more
likely to be prosecuted under the federal
crack statutes. And it should come as no
surprise that federal laws carry harsher
penalties than the state laws.

In recent years there have been two
Million Man marches. One took place in
October in Washington, D.C. The other
takes place daily inthe jails and prisons

by Jeanne Butterfield

of this country. One march generated
global coverage, endless commentary,
and broad concern. The other, quiet
march has at best been ignored by most
politicians and pundits. At worst, they
have cheered it on, disguising an attack
on the African American community as
a “color-blind” war on drugs. The num-
bers, contrary to District Attorney
Manella’s assertion, do tell the story,
anditis a grim andracist one. =

) Lie: Immigrants Drain Resources and Hurt America

Michael Adeyeju, a Nigerian, and hundreds of others from around the world
become US citizens at a swearing-in ceremony in Michigan.

FACT: The US legal immigration sys-
tem currently allows 465,000 family
members to immigrate to the US each
year. This highly regulated system in-
cludes one category for spouses, minor
children and parents of US citizens (re-
ferred to in immigration law as “imme-
diate relatives”). The system also
contains five family preference catego-
ries: 1) spouses and minor children of
lawful permanent residents; 2) adult
unmarried children of US citizens; 3)
adult unmarried children of lawful per-
manent residents; 4) adult married chil-

dren of US citizens; and 5) siblings of
US citizens. There are no categories for
“aunts, uncles, and cousins.”

Far from a rising tide, legal immigra-
tion is ebbing. Figures just released by
the Immigration and Naturalization
Service show that legal immigration
declined again for the fourth straight
year. Just 720,461 immigrants were ad-
mitted in fiscal year 1995, 10.4 percent
fewer than in 1994, when 804,416 were
admitted. The 1994 total included fam-
ily immigrants (464,000); employment-
based immigrants and their immediate
families (123,000); refugees, asylum-
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seekers and others, such as Amerasian
children (142,000); diversity “lottery”
applicants (41,000); and dependents of
legalized aliens who had not yet been
processed in the previous amnesty pro-
gram (34,000).!

As a percentage of the US popula-
tion, immigration is at a historic low.
Only 7.9 percent of the US population
was foreign-born in 1990, compared

1. 1994 Statistical Yearbook of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, US Department of Justice,
February 1996.

with 16 percentin 1910. During the dec-
ade of 1905-14, the US admitted one im-
migrant for every 83 members of the
existing population; during the 1980s,
the ratio was one for every 400. Today, it
is one for every 360.2

* LIE #2 “Legal immigrants are in-
creasingly dependent on public assis-

2. Bob Sutcliffe, “Immigration and the World Economy,”
in George Epstein, et al., eds., Creating a New World
Economy (Philadelphia: Temple University Press,
1993).

MATT WUERKER

tance. Twenty-one percent of all immi-
grant households receive some form of
public assistance. ... [TThere has been a
massive, 580 percent increase in the
number of immigrants receiving Sup-
plemental Security Income (SSI), a
form of welfare, over the past 12 years.”
— Rep. Lamar Smith (Letter to Col-
leagues, Mar. 14, 1996).

FACT: Among non-refugee immi-
grants of working age who entered the
US during the 1980s, 2.0 percent re-
port welfare income, compared to 3.7
percent of working age natives. To say
that 21 percent of all immigrant
households receive some form of pub-
lic assistance is to obscure the fact
that many “immigrant households”
include US citizen children who may
obtain food stamps or AFDC support
themselves, even while their immi-
grant parents are working. Undocu-
mented immigrants are already
barred from all major public cash as-
sistance programs: food stamps, AFDC,
Medicare, Medicaid, and SSI.

Elderly immigrants who have lived
in the US for 20 years are only slightly
more likely to receive SSI than elderly
natives (8.7 percent vs. 6.9 percent re-
spectively). While many recently ar-
rived elderly immigrants who have not
built up a work history in the US do
turn to SSI, they cannot obtain this as-
sistance until the expiration of the
three-year waiting period needed to
qualify. In most cases, their working-
age children have paid into the social
security system for years before the eld-
erly parent seeks SSI. And even so, le-
gal immigrants on SSI total only 11
percent of all recipients.?

* LIE #3 “With little or no experience
with democracy or our free-market sys-
tem, many immigrants have great diffi-
culty adapting. ... [Clities with high
rates of immigration have significantly
higher percentages of poverty, unem-
ployment, and violent crime.” — Rep.
Bill McCollum (R-Fla.), (Dallas Morn-
ing News, Mar. 3, 1996).

FACT: Recent legal immigrants have
incomes only slightly below those of na-
tive-born ($34,800 average household
income, compared with $37,300). Those
entering before 1980 have incomes 16
percent higher than natives. Household
poverty increased for all-groups be-

3. Michael Fix and Jeffrey Passel, Immigration and
Immigrants: Setting the Record Straight (New York:
The Urban Institute, 1994).
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tween 1980 and 1990, with the rate for
long-term immigrants less than one
percentage point higher than that of
natives.

¢ LIE #4. “The current immigration sys-
tem contradicts the will of the American

ereality: The myth
of overpopulation is
one of the most per-

vasive in North American
culture, spread by the me-
dia, mainstream environ-
mentalists, population
agencies, and politicians,
with the assistance of both
government funds and pri-
vate foundations. Although
its essence is conservative,
liberals have embraced it
with considerable zeal.
This myth has a number of
negative consequences:

1) It encourages demo-
graphic alarmism when
in reality population
growth rates are declining
in virtually every region of
the world. While there is a
powerful demographic mo-
mentum built into our pre-
sent numbers, the long-
term trend is toward popu-
lation stabilization. More-
over, there is ample
evidence from many coun-
tries around the world that
birth rates decline when
people have access to
health, education, gainful
employment and social security sys-
tems outside of the family.

Betsy Hartmann is director of the Hampshire College
Population and Development Program, a founding mem-
ber of the Committee on Women, Population and the En-
vironment, and author of Reproductive Rights and
Wrongs: The Global Politics of Population Conirol
(Boston: South End Press, 1995). Photo: Sao Paulo, Brazil.

people. Eighty-two percent of those
surveyed [in a November 1994 Times-
Mirror poll] wanted the levels of legal
immigration reduced. — Rep. Lamar
Smith (Washington Times, Sept. 25, 1995).
FACT: Most Americans are unaware
that our legal immigration system ad-

by Betsy Hartmann

2) It is a smokescreen that obscures
unequal power relations. Blaming
Third World poverty on population
growth ignores how the North has si-
phoned resources from the South since
the colonial era. According to the UN,
global income disparities have doubled

mits only about 700,000 people a year,
and that the overwhelming majority of
theseimmigrants arethespouses, chil-
dren,andparentsof US citizens. When
presented with the facts, the over-
whelming majority of Americans
agree that legal immigration is good

Lie: Overpopulation is the Main Cause of Poverty,
Environmental Degradation, and Instability

during the last three dec-
ades, so that the richest 20
percent of the world’s peo-
ple now receive 150 times
the income of the poorest
20 percent. In many places
the current “free market”
economic model is acceler-
ating this trend.

Third World elites also
play an important role in
perpetuating poverty. The
UN estimates that devel-
oping countries spend only
one-tenth of their national
budgets on human devel-
opment priorities such as
health and education,
while military budgets
continue to grow. In addi-
tion, structural adjust-
ment programs imposed by
the World Bank and IMF
have forced many govern-
ments to slash social
spending in order to serv-
ice foreign debts.

3) It masks the real
causes of environmental
degradation and blames
the poor, who in fact have the
least impact on the global
environment. The industri-
alized nations, home to 22 percent of
the world’s population, consume 60 per-
cent of the world’s food, 70 percent of its
energy, 75 percent of its metals, and 85
percent of its wood. They generate al-
most three-quarters of all carbon dioxide
emissions and are responsible for most of
the ozone depletion. Militaries are an-

RICK REINHARD/IMPACT VISUALS
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other big offender. The US military is
the largest domestic oil consumer and
generates more toxic waste than the
five largest multinational chemical
companies combined.

Although in some specific places,
population pressure contributes to en-
vironmental degradation, it is rarely
the root cause. In the absence of land
reform, poor peasants in Brazil and the
Philippines, for example, have been
forced to relocate to forested regions.
But the deforestation for which they
are responsible pales in comparison to
that perpetrated by large commercial
ranchers, miners, and loggers who ex-
port most of the resources they extract.

4) It serves as a tool of disinforma-
tion in national security circles. As
part of the “greening of security” in the
post-Cold War era, population pressure
onthe environment is being touted as a
major cause of political and ethnic vio-
lence. Timothy Wirth, undersecretary
of state for global affairs, has blamed

‘ ‘ Law and order” politicians and ide-
ologues have long contended that
the way to defeat violent crime is to

lock up more people in prison for longer
terms. The latest salvo in the conserva-
tive attack is a January report from the
newly-formed Council on Crime in
America, co-chaired by Griffin Bell and
William Bennett. The Council describes
itself as an organization that “seeks to
provide rigorous, factual information”
and portrays its report, The State of Vio-
lent Crime in America, by Council mem-
ber John Dilulio, as a comprehensive
analysis of the problem.

In fact, the report actually misrep-
resents the realities of crime and pun-
ishment through a highly selective
and, at times, deceptive use of govern-
ment data. Following are some exam-
ples taken from the report’s heavily
publicized “Ten Highlights™:

Malcolm Young and Marc Mauer are respectively ex-
ecutive director and assistant director of the Sentenc-
ing Project in Washington, D.C.

political strife in Haiti, Rwanda, and
even Chiapas, Mexico, in large part on
population growth.

Journalist Robert Kaplan, a darling
of the Clinton administration, is resur-
recting old racist images of Africans as
barbarians whose burgeoning numbers
threaten our national interest. The fo-
cus on population as a security threat
conveniently lets the arms trade, dicta-
torship, superpower geopolitics, and neo-
liberal economic policies off the hook.

5) Itreinforcesthe politics of scape-
goating within the US. Conservative
groups such as Carrying Capacity Net-
work and Population-Environment
Balance are using the population issue
as a window through which to promote
their anti-immigrant agenda within
the environmental movement. They
claim that by contributing to US popu-
lation growth, immigrants are destroy-
ing the environment and draining the
economy, justifying measures such as

Proposition 187 in California.

by Malcolm C. Young and Marc Mauer

“More than half of convicted violent
felons are not even sentenced to
prison.” Wrong. The Council’s own num-
bers demonstrate that more than half of
violent felons go to prison. Bureau of Jus-
tice Statistics data for 1992 (the most re-
cent year for which data are available) put
the number at 60 percent, with an addi-
tional 21 percent sentenced to jail
terms. In total, four out of five people
convicted of violent offenses end up be-
hind bars. Those who do not, tend to be
those convicted of less serious assaults.

“One out of four criminal victimiza-
tions in America today is violent.”
True, but misleading. Nearly half of the
10.9 million violent crimes annually are
simple assaults without injury, such as
barroom brawls or schoolyard fights —
not the murders, rapes, and robberies
that are of more serious concern.

“The justice system imprisons
barely one criminal for every 100

violent crimes.” True, but again mis-

Many deep-rooted social and eco-
nomic ills are also being attributed to
the fertility of adolescents, poor single
mothers and women of color. The result
is welfare “reform” measures that punish
women and children, and blatant dis-
tortion of the facts. Despite the hype,
there is no “epidemic” of teen pregnancy;
teen births have been declining steadily.
What has changed is that more occur out
of wedlock than before. And contrary to
public perceptions, women on welfare
have on average two children, the same
as the national average.

Challenging the myth of overpopula-
tion does not mean opposing birth con-
trol and abortion. On the contrary, some
ofthe strongest opposition to this myth,
and the harmful policies it engenders,
has come from the international
women’s movement. This movement
supports women’s access to safe, volun-
tary birth control and abortion services
as part of the right to health and self-de-
termination — not as a tool of popula-
tioncontrol. =

| Lie; Harsher Sentences Make Us Safer

leading, as the Council well knows. Half
of all violent crimes are never even re-
ported, fewer than half of those reported
result in an arrest, and ultimately, only
about two percent of violent crimes result
in a conviction. As noted above, most of
those convicted are imprisoned. This
statistic also inadvertently points out a
serious problem with the Council’s ap-
proach: The criminal justice system is
reactive; it comes into play after the
harm has been done. Preventing vio-
lence in the first place must be an
equally important objective.

“Since 1974, over 90 percent of all
state prisoners have been violent
offenders or recidivists.” This state-
ment is a serious distortion because it
lumps together Charles Manson (vio-
lent) with a check forger who was once
convicted of juvenile joyriding (recidi-
vist). Overall, 38 percent of prison in-
mates have never been convicted of a
violent offense, and more than half are
nonviolent property or drug offenders.
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Further, in the last decade, the propor-
tion of violent offenders in prison has
been declining because of a surge in
people imprisoned for drug offenses.

“The average quantity of drugs in-
volved in federal cocaine traffick-
ing cases is 183 pounds.” A first
semester statistics student would know
that a few major drug smugglers im-
porting drugs by the planeload will
greatly distort the “average” quantity of
drugs involved in overall drug traffick-
ing cases. In fact, Justice Department
data show that the median amount of
drugs seized in cocaine trafficking ar-
rests was less than four pounds—
roughly two percent of the 183-pound
figure the Council touts. A 1994 Justice
Department report concluded that one-
third of federal drug offenders were
“low-level” offenders. The number is
further skewed because federal prose-
cutors generally choose to prosecute the
higher-level drug offenses and leave
lower-level offenses for state prosecu-
tors. People imprisoned for drug of-
fenses at the state level are thus likely
toinclude large numbers of low-level of-
fenders as well.

“Most violent prisoners serve less
than half their time in prison be-
fore being released.” Members of the
Council, all of whom have extensive
criminal justice experience, know that
judges impose sentences based on a cal-
culation of how much time a person will
serve. If a given state releases most in-

he American Dream — always an

impossible dream for many — is

dyinga painful death. As the real
causes go untreated, many local and na-
tional leaders are peddling the snake oil
of scapegoating. Many people are swal-
lowing it, in anger and desperation.

Holly Sklar is author of Chaos or Community? Seeking
Solutions, Not Scapegoats for Bad Economics, onwhich
this article is based. Sklar’s other books include Streets
of Hope: The Fall and Rise of an Urban Neighborhood
(co-authored) and Trilateralism: The Trilateral Com-
mission and Elite Planning for World Manag L. All
are available from South End Press, 1-800-533-8478.

DAVID RAE MORRIS/IMPACT VISUALS

US prisons are filled with young black men, many of whom are
low-level, non-violent drug offenders.

mates at half their maximum sentence,
then judges will impose a ten-year sen-
tence if they think the inmate should
serve five years. Thereis nothing decep-
tive about this. In fact, the possibility of
gaining early release on parole has long
been recognized as the most important
reward that prison wardens c¢an hold
out for good behavior.

Perhaps the most disingenuous as-
pect of this report, and the conservative
barrage in general, is its failure to ac-

by Holly Sklar

Scapegoating thrives onlies, bigand
small. Scapegoating camouflages the
upward redistribution of wealth. The
scapegoating stereotype of deadbeat poor
people masks the growing reality of
dead-end jobs and disposable workers.

Scapegoating labels like “under-
class” and myths like the “culture of
poverty” mask undermining and im-
poverishing economics. “Since 1973,”
reports the Children’s Defense Fund,
“most of the fastest increases in poverty
rates occurred among young white

knowledge that those making the eve-
ryday decisions about community
safety are judges, prosecutors, parole
officials, and other criminal justice pro-
fessionals — groups which could
hardly be regarded as “soft on crime”
except by ax-grinding demagogues.

Criminal justice policy should be based
on accurate data and analysis, not mis-
representative displays of data. Unfortu-
nately, that is just what the Council on
Crimein Americarelieson. m

«4R1///| Lie: Women and People of Color are to Blame for
)55 4 Nearly Everything

families with children, those headed by
married couples, and those headed by
high school graduates. For all three
groups, poverty rates more than dou-
bled in a single generation, reaching
levels that most Americans commonly
assume afflict only minority and sin-
gle-parent families.” (Emphasis in
original.) The same was true for college
graduates.

White men who are “falling down”
the economic ladder are being encour-
aged to believe they are falling because
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Unemployment is built into the system. Here, over 1,000 people queue for jobs.

women and people of color are climbing
over them to the top or dragging them
down from the bottom. That way, they
will blame women and people of color
rather than the system. They will buy the
myth of “reverse discrimination.”

Scapegoating thrives on misinfor-
mation and disinformation. The major-
ity of white Americans in a 1995
national survey said that average black
Americans held equal or better jobs
than average whites. (Survey respon-
dents also estimated the white share of
the US population to be under 50 per-
cent — rather than 74 percent.) Inreal-
ity, discrimination has not been
reversed. White males hold 95 percent
of senior management positions (vice
president and above). The official black
and Latino unemployment rates are
more than double the white rate.

The US Constitution once counted
black slaves as worth three-fifths of
whites. Today, black per capita income
is three-fifths of whites. That’s an eco-
nomic measure of enduring racism. The
Latino-white income ratio is even worse.

Women are scapegoated as producers
and reproducers of poverty. Never mind
that impoverished women don’t create pov-
erty any more than slaves created slavery.

Historically, “women have been
viewed as the breeders of poverty, crimi-
nality and other social problems,” ob-
serves Mimi Abramovitz, professor of
Social Policy at the Hunter College
School of Social Work. “From the ‘tene-
ment classes’ of the mid-1800s and the
‘dangerous classes’ of the 1880s, to So-
cial Darwinism and eugenics, to Freu-
dian theories of motherhood, to

Moynihan’s ‘black matriarchy’ and to-
day’s ‘underclass,’ society blames
women for the failed policies of business
and the state.”

Today, liberals have joined with con-
servatives in the crusade to restigma-
tize motherhood outside marriage. The
awful labeling of children as “illegiti-
mate” has again been legitimized. Be-
sides meaning born out of wedlock,
illegitimate also means illegal, contrary
to rules and logic, misbegotten, not genu-
ine, wrong — to be a bastard. The word
“illegitimate” has consequences. It helps
make people more disposable.

Single mothers and their children,
especially black women and children,
have become prime scapegoats for ille-
gitimate economics.

While more and more men are being
impoverished in the current economy; it
is even harder for women to work their
way out of poverty. Women working full
time, year round, still earn only 72
cents for every dollar earned by men.
They don’t pay 72 cents on the dollar for
rent, food, child care, tuition, or any-
thing else. The fact that many female-
headed households are poorer because
women are generally paid less than
menistakenas a givenin muchpoverty
policy discussion, as if pay equity were a
pipe dream not even worth mentioning.

Racist and sexist scapegoating have
come together most viciously in the roll-
back of welfare. Scapegoaters have
stoked anti-welfare anger by pretend-
ing that Aid to Families with Depend-
ent Children (AFDC) is a major drain on
public money. The gap between image
and reality is vast. A poll of 1994 voters

found that one out of five believed that
welfare was the largest federal govern-
ment expense, larger even than the
military budget. AFDC spending since
1964 has amounted to less than 1.5 per-
cent of federal outlays. In 1994, it was
one percent. One percent and falling.
Lies about “welfare queens” have made
it easy to chop AFDC benefits repeatedly
— asif once you have too little money, it
doesn’t matter how little you have.

In the world of stereotypes, the excep-
tions make the rule: The stereotypical
“welfare mother” is a “baby having ba-
bies.” For example, inthe “Replacing Wel-
fare with Work” chapter of Mandate for
Change, the Democratic Leadership
Council’s blueprint for the Clinton presi-
dency, the only age reference is to the “15-
year-old welfare mother with a new
baby.” In reality, 0.1 percent of mothers
receiving AFDC are 15 or younger. Less
than four percent are 18 or younger.

A 1994 US General Accounting Of-
fice report reviewing the 1976-92 period
observes: “In 1992, never-married
women receiving AFDC were less likely to
be teenage mothers. They were also older
and better educated than never-married
women receiving AFDC in 1976.”

Welfare rollbackers preach strict
time limits for “moving from welfare to
work.” If you can’t find a job — tough.
Never mind that it is the policy of the
government to keep millions of Ameri-
cans unemployed. The Federal Reserve
Board doesn’t care if you have a great
“work ethic” when it raises interest
rates to slow down the economy. It cares
about stock and bond investors who
want a slow growth economy to main-
tain low inflation, low wages and high
unemployment and underemployment
to keep workers in line.

The failed American Dream can give
way either to a new American fairness or
a neofascist nightmare. The latter hap-
penedin Europe. It canhappenhere. As
Sinclair Lewis warned in It Can'’t Hap-
pen Here, through the voice of newspa-
per editor Doremus Jessup: “The
tyranny of this dictatorship isn’t pri-
marily the fault of Big Business, nor of
the demagogues who do their dirty
work. It’s the fault of Doremus Jessup!
Of all the conscientious, respectable,
lazy-minded Doremus Jessups who
have let the demagogues wriggle in,
without fierce enough protest.”

That’s an eloquent commentary on
the present. It is time to stop letting the
lies of the demagogues wrigglein. =
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A Real Threat to National Security

With white supremacists aggressively recrutting Gis, links between civilian and maltary racists
are growing. Investigations by Congress and the Army have produced little but rhetoric.

Family mourns Jackie Burdern, slain in racist attack allegedly committed by Ft. Bragg Gls.

n a December night in 1995,

three white soldiers from the

Army’s 82nd Airborne Division
at Ft.Bragg, N.C., got into a car and drove
around Fayetteville in search of black
people to kill. They happened on a cou-
ple out on a stroll. Two of the GIs, Pvts.
Jim Burmeister and Malcolm Wright,
got out of the car and confronted Mi-
chael James and Jackie Burdern. Hold-
ing a 9mm pistol, Burmeister forced
both to kneel and then fired several shots
into their heads. Burmeister had told
friends that although he had already

Tod Ensign is a lawyer and the director of Citizen Sol-
dier, 175 Fifth Ave, New York, NY 10010, a Gl/veterans
rights advocacy organization.

by Tod Ensign

been tattooed with a spider, a symbol of
havingKkilled for the cause, he wanted to
officially earn the racist badge.!

The next morning, Burmeister was
arrested as the principal shooter. When
police searched his room, they turned
up a virtual Nazi shrine, complete with
swastika flags, white supremacist tracts,
and bomb-making equipment. Co-defen-
dant Wright, also charged with murder,
appears to share Burmeister’s white su-
premacist views, while Pvt. Randy Mead-
ows, who had driven the car, was a
gullible tag-along rather than a commit-
ted fascist.

1. Daniel Voll, “A Few Good Nazis,” Esquire, Apr. 1996,
pp. 102-10.

The heartlessness of the killings and
the virulent racism of the killers stirred
alarm, once again, about the extent of
right-wing extremism in the military.2
The murders also touched off a brief
feeding frenzy by the national media
and provoked editorials deploring ra-
cism in uniform. But after interest died
down, little changed. The Pentagon
continued to insist that racism within
the military is confined to a few sensa-
tional incidents, committed by a small
number of individuals or an insignifi-
cant number of organized neo-Nazi or

-skinhead cells. The reality is quite dif-

2. See Tod Ensign, “The Militia-Military Connection,”
CAQ, Summer 1995, p. 13.
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Gls arrested for the racial mur-
der of a black Fayetteville cou-
ple. Above, Pvts. Jim
Burmeister (r.) and Malcolm
Wright (L.). On right, Pvt. Randy
Meadows.
ferent. Rather than isolated anoma-
lies, these occurrences are simply
the sensational side of a pervasive
problem of institutionalized racism.

Reading the Handwriting
on the Wall
Evenbefore the killings, signs that
there was a serious problem at Ft.
Bragg were so blatant they could
have been spelled out on a bill-
board. In fact, some were. After the
April 1995 bombing of the federal build-
ing in Oklahoma City, the West Vir-
ginia-based National Alliance, one of the
country’s largest far-right groups, rented
billboard space on the main road to the
Army base. The message read: “Enough!
Let’s Start Taking Back America”’and
provided a toll-free number. The Alli-
ance boasts in recruiting material that
North Carolina “continues to be an ex-

cellent recruiting area.”

Dr. William Pierce, head of the Alli-
ance, is also the author of the influen-
tial novel, The Turner Diaries, which
endorses terrorism as a way to “take
back” the government from oppressive
usurpers. Although Pierce disavows
3. Michael Janofsky, “Review at Fort Bragg Finds Few
Supremacists,” New York Times, Dec. 13, 1995. Not all
skinheads at Fort Bragg were racist. SHARPs (Skinheads

Against Racial Prejudice), for example, regularly fought
with right-wing skinheads.

violence, his book includes scenes glori-
fying the public hanging of Jews and
blacks from lampposts, as well as a piv-
otal event in which FBI headquarters is
destroyed by a fertilizer bomb at 9:15
a.m.*(There has been speculation that al-
leged bomber Timothy McVeigh drew in-
spiration for the 9:02 a.m. attack on
Oklahoma City from the book, which he
had distributed.) Pierce acknowledges re-
ceiving inquiries from active duty GIs,
but denies involvement in the bombing.?
Apparently, at least one of the alleged
Fayetteville killers, Jim Burmeister, had
been in contact with the Alliance, al-
though local police say he didn’t join be-
cause of political differences.®

4. Andrew MacDonald (William Pierce), The Turner

Diaries (Washington, D.C.: National Alliance, 1978).

5. Scott Mooneyham, “Bragg Skinhead Attacks Linked,”

Fayetteville Observer-Times, Feb. 24,1996, p. A4.
6. Ibid.

Commanders Covered Up
Skinhead Problems

After the killings, a great deal of evidence

surfaced indicating that Ft. Bragg’s

commanders had ignored or suppressed
many incidents of skinhead or neo-Nazi
criminality on or near the base.

* On numerous occasions from October
1994 to June 1995, Ft. Bragg-area
skinheads attacked college students.
Local police reported their suspicions
that F't. Bragg GIs were involved, but
Army officials took no action.”

* F't. Bragg officials also ignored a com-
plaint from a Pennsylvania district
attorney and the FBI reporting that
they had taped a call from Burmeister
to his hometown police chief, Tom

Rivenburgh. Init, Burmeis-

ter, later charged with the

December murders, had

threatened toblow up Riven-

burgh’s house because the
cop had given a traffic cita-
tion to the GI's friend. In the
same call, Burmeister
boasted that he could smug-
gle grenade launchers and
armor-piercing bullets out of

Ft.Bragg.?

* On April 1, 1995, Ed Worth-
ington, an Army skinhead,
shot another GI skinhead
near the base. No Army in-
vestigation was launched
until months later — after
the December 7 slayings.?

Other evidence of a prob-

lem was in plain sight. Al-
though some racists are
secretive about their views
and their affiliations with
hate groups, others wear their alle-
giance on their sleeves — and backs. For
identification, racist skinheads wear
“high and tight” haircuts, black “bomber”
flight jackets, and red laces in their Doc
Marten boots. Their jackets sport
patches such as Confederate flags, Ger-
man eagles, “SS” or “88” (neo-Nazi lingo
for Heil Hitler—“H” is the eighth letter of
the alphabet).!? Before the Fayetteville kill-
ings, military skinheads were often seen
around the base and in nearby towns
sporting such regalia.

Despite visible evidence of extremist
sympathy and activities, it was not un-
til the highly publicized racial murders

7. Mooneyham, “Bragg...” op. cit., p. Al.

8. Voll, op. cit.

9. Mooneyham, “Bragg...” op. cit., p. Al.

10. Scott Mooneyham, “Symbols Define Skinhead Ties,”
Fayetteville Observer-Times, Dec. 17, 1995, p. A4,
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in Fayetteville that the Criminal Inves-
tigation Division (CIS) at Ft. Bragg
launched a general probe. The com-
mand announced the results on Janu-
ary 8, 1996: Twenty-two soldiers were
identified as active right-wing extrem-
ists and would be either discharged or
prevented from re-enlisting. Current
Army regulations bar soldiers from “ac-
tive” membership in racist groups—
“active” being defined as demonstrating,
recruiting, fundraising, or conducting
training for such an organization. De-
partment of Defense (DoD) officials
have said that they can’t prevent Gls
from “passive” participation, such as
receiving literature.!!

Congressional
Warning Ignored

Nor, it seems, can they prevent passive
response by the Army. Even before the
Ft. Bragg murders drew national media
attention, the Army should have been
aware it had a potentially explosive
problem on its hands and taken steps to
deal with it. In December 1994, the
House Armed Services Committee,
then headed by Rep. Ron Dellums (D-
Calif.), published a comprehensive re-
port on the state of racial affairs within
the US military.!2 The committee sent
investigators to 19 military bases at
home and abroad where they inter-
viewed 2,000 randomly selected GIs.
They found that overt racism was “com-
monplace” at four of the bases-and that
inadequate training in racial aware-
ness was a widespread problem.

Preceding the Ft. Bragg murders by
a year, the committee noted that white
supremacist and skinhead activity was
ongoing at several bases, with extrem-
ist activity at one unnamed base so in-
tense that it “poses a threat to good
order.” The report concluded that “the
frequency of [complaints] related to the
grievance system, disciplinary process,
career progress [assignment and pro-
motion], equal opportunity training, and
cross-cultural understanding points to
aneed for the Department of Defense to
improve their equal opportunity ef-
forts.”’3 When the Republicans took
control of Congress following the 1994

11. Department of Defense Directive 1325.6, Guidelines
for Handling Dissent and Protest Activities Among
Members of the Armed Forces.

12.An Assessment of Racial Discrimination in the
Military: A Global Perspective, report, House Commit-

elections, the leadership dropped plans
for any further investigation or hearings
on the Dellums committee’s findings.

Putting a Spin on
Institutional Racism
After the Fayetteville murders, intense
outrage both in and out of the military
spurred Army Secretary Togo West to
establish a Task Force on Extremist Ac-
tivities. Ignoring recommendations to
include non-military panelists, he
named only high-ranking military offi-
cers and civilian military appointees.
They sent investigators to 28 Army
bases in the US and 12 overseas, where
they interviewed 7,600 GIs. Another
17,000 soldiers were given a confiden-
tial 94-item questionnaire. The investi-
gation was limited to looking for
extremist activity and failed to examine
in any detail the problems of institu-
tional racism, including the explosive
issues of equal opportunity and racial

awareness training.
Nor, say critics, did West take the Ft.
Bragg killings seriously enough to or-

West confirmed off-post cells which
“openly boast that they'd like to
recruit among our members,” and
the Army admitted fears that Special
Operations units “are targeted by

the militia movement.”

der a “stand down” during which all or-
dinary activities would cease for a day
so that the Army could focus on its poli-
cies on extremism. (The Navy and Ma-
rines had called one-day stand downs in
response to the Tailhook and other sex-
ual harassment scandals.) Speaking
five months after the Fayetteville kill-
ings, West acknowledged that “We do
not at the present have any training
about extremism groups, about extrem-
ism, about the army’s policies for that
first [training] block when a person en-
ters the army. ... We have lots of blocks
of instruction about things that are im-
portant to the Army, but nothing about
extremism, no training, so we are look-
ing to do that.”’* The Army did, how-
ever, announce in April 1996, that it
would start tackling racism by empha-

sizing “character development” in its
training.!®

It is likely that the Clinton admini-
stration was pleased when West’s task
force found only “minimal evidence” of
extremist activity'® and was relieved
when most media highlighted this spin.
The report’s own data, however, belie
that conclusion. For one thing, 3.5 per-
cent of the GIs who responded via the
confidential survey stated that they
hadbeen approached tojoin an extrem-
ist group since enlisting. Twice as many
(7 percent) said that they knew another
soldier whom they believed to be a
member of an extremist organization,
while 11.6 percent reported that they
knew a soldier who held extremist
views. Finally, 17.4 percent said they
had some “contact” with racist or ex-
tremist material.!” Rather than show-
ing“minimal” exposure, these numbers
suggest that far-right outreach among
Gls is not isolated to a few cases.

The Task Force report also noted
that some senior Army commanders
feared that Special Operations units
“are targeted by the militia
movement.” West confirmed
that there are “cells off-post
of those who openly boast
that they’d like to recruit
among our members.”® Ap-
parently they have met
with considerable success.
Applying these numbers to
the half million-member
Army, the task force’s find-
ings mean that some 17,500
GIs were solicited for recruit-
ment, while 87,000 have had contact
with white supremacist publications.

Locals Document
Patterns of Racism
Community groups also responded to the
killings. The North Carolina NAACP put
together a citizens’ task force to gather
information about extremists and con-
ducted ad hoc community “speak outs”
for active-duty GIs at F't. Braggand sev-
eral other large North Carolina mili-
tary bases, including the Marine Corps’
Camp Lejeune, Seymour Johnson Air
Force Base, and the Cherry Point Ma-
rine Air Station. Its report, summariz-

15. Grant Willis, “Army hopes character building is an-
swer to extremism,” Army Times, Apr. 29, 1996, p. 17.
16. The Secretary of the Army’s Task Force on Extremist

Activities, Defending American Values, Mar. 21, 1996,

tee on Armed Services, Dec. 30, 1994, US Government Washington, D.C.

Printing Office. . . 17. Ibid., p. 7.

13.Ibid., p. 2. 14. Interview, May 1996. 18. Interview, May 1996.
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ing testimony by active-duty GlIs, de-
tailed numerous overt acts of racism,
such as displaying hangman nooses from
the windows of pickup trucks and using
racial epithets to describe minority GIs.

As did both the Dellums and West in-
vestigations, the NAACP found institu-
tional racism. Many minority Gls, it
reported, complained of an “old boys’ net-
work” within the command which resulted
in blacks receiving less favorable assign-
ments and harsher punishment when
disciplinary action was taken.1® A Gov-
ernment Accounting Office (GAO) study
released a month before the Fayetteville
killings also corroborated the problem of
routine discrimination, finding that Af-
rican Americans are less likely to be pro-
moted in the military. Although the
GAO report did not conclude that racism
caused this disparity, it did recommend
that the Pentagon improve its monitor-
ing of equal opportunity programs.?’

Very Special Forces
One of the findings by Secretary West’s
task force also cut against an optimistic
view of race relations. The report noted
a “dramatic decrease” in minority par-
ticipation in the combat arms (infantry,
armor, and artillery). This trend toward

white-only units is even more pro-
\

19. North Carolina Conference of NAACP Branches, Com-
munity Response to White Supremacist Activities: A
Report, Mar. 1, 1996, Greensboro, North Carolina.

20. “Blacks Found Less Likely Than Whites to Be Pro-
moted in Military,” New York Times, Nov. 22,1995, p. A20.

Still alive when these trophy photos were taken, Shidane

Arone, a Somali civilian, was tortured and killed as a theft

suspect by Canadian commandos, including Cpl. Clayton
Matchee with whom he is pictured.

nounced in the elite Spe-
cial Operations forces.
Such racial separatism
could lead to problems,
the report warned, be-
cause it “foster[s] su-
premacist  attitudes
among white combat sol-
diers.”?! In the all-volun-
teer army, these units
carry a certain macho
prestige and appeal to
the more gung-ho en-
listees. “The more you
get into the Kkilling
trades,” writes Canadian military histo-
rian Desmond Morton, “the more likely
you are to get people from small towns
and other back-of-beyond places, who
don’t have a great education or career
prospects otherwise. They’re keen on
adventure. They're not here to learn a
trade.”??

Unfortunately, the panel did not at-
tempt to analyze why minorities seem to
be moving away from combat and Special
Forces assignments. One possible expla-
nation is that blacks are more likely to en-
list in the first place because of limited job
opportunities in civilian life and are
drawn to units that teach skills that can
be transferred to civilian life. Another is
that the white Special Forces members

i

21, Army Task Force, op. cit., p. 15

22, Cited in Charles Truehart, “Canada Can’t Shake So-
mali Scandal,” Washington Post Foreign Service, Dec.
30, 1995, p. Al4.

intimidate or harass minority recruits,
thus limiting their numbers.

Bragging Rights
Whatever the reason, this trend toward
lily-white Special Forces units is omi-
nous. Ft. Bragg is considered a world
center where elite special forces from
armies around the world come for train-
ing in combat techniques and leader-
ship. Apparently, not only the macho,
“hell for leather” spirit of the 82nd Air-
borne and Special Forces, but also some
of the racism may
rub off on the hun-
dreds of interna-
tional special forces
including troops
from Germany,
France, Great Brit-
ain, the Ukraine,
and Australia who
train at Ft. Bragg
for varying periods
each year. Ac-
cording to Kenneth
Stern, the Ameri-
can Jewish Com-
mittee’s expert on
hate groups, the
problem is not con-
fined to the US and
Canada. Austra-
lia’s army “had re-
cent problems with
right-wing cells.”?

The Canadian
example, however,
is the most dra-
matic. After mem-
bers of the 660-man Canadian Airborne
Regiment trained at Ft Bragg, it
adopted Confederate flags and perhaps
other habits.?® According to Morton,
“the regiment was spending too much
time down at F't. Bragg, picking up the
ethos and gung-ho fighting spirit of the
82nd Airborne. This is Americaniza-
tion,” he said. “The Confederate flag is
hardly what you would call an enduring
Canadian symbol. I think an absolute
rule should be that a Canadian soldier
be allowed only a single trip to Ft.
Bragg. They’re taught that they’re su-

23. In addition to courses conducted in the US, Ft.
Bragg-based Special Forces travel around the world to
“Africa, Central and South America, and all over” to in-
struct their international counterparts. Maj. Walter E.
Pierce III (Ft. Bragg Public Affairs), interview, May 1996.
24, Kenneth Stern, A Force upon the Plain: the Ameri-
can Militia Movement and the Politics of Hate (New
York: Simon & Schuster, 1996).

25. Interview, Duncan McWaters, Esprit de Corps Ca-
nadian Military Magazine, May 1996.
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perior beings. They jump out of air-
planes and they’re given silver wings
for it. And then they’re licensed to do
things criminals do.”?® ;

Members of the 2-Commando unit of
the Airborne Regiment took that li-
cense literally while serving in Somalia
as part of the international peacekeep-
ing force. Canadians were appalled to
learn that regiment members had tor-
tured and murdered a Somali teenager
whom they suspected of theft'and had
photographed the crime.?” It was one of
several illegal killings carrie;d out by
the group.

There was no doubt that racism was
an important ingredient in the crimes
and a persistent component of military
life in Somalia. Some of the troops had
renamed “Operation Restore Hope,”
“Operation Smash Niggers.”?® A video
taken by another Canadian commando
unit which depicted hazing rituals in
the elite unit showed recruits simulat-
inganal and oral sex andbeing forced to
eat vomit and bread soaked in their
urine. The unit’s lone black recruit was
put on a dog leash and forced towalk on
all fours with the words “I love the
KKK” scrawled on his back in human
excrement.?? |

In May 1993, the CBC investigative
news program, The Fifth Estate, broke
the story that several members of the
unit were known neo-Nazis. Recently,

26. Cited in Trueheart, op. cit., p.Al4. |

27. CBC National News, Toronto, May 7, 1993.

28, Victor Malarek and Fran Pelletier, “The Somalia
Mess," The Fifth Estate,CBC-TV, Toronto, Oct. 17, 1995.
29, Christopher Dorman, “Scandal, Shame, and a Scape-
goat,” Toronto Globe and Mail, Jan. 21, 1995.

an internal Canadian Army document
surfaced which confirmed that some
soldiers had been dispatched to So-
malia despite a recommendation that
their histories of mental instability or
potentially inflammatory racist views
disqualied them from the peacekeeping
mission.

In the wake of a national furor, the
Canadian unit was ordered disbanded
and an inquiry begun. It continues
amid charges of a government cover-up
reaching to the highest levels of the De-
fence Ministry.?® Duncan McWaters, of
Esprit de Corps, a Canadian military
magazine, expects revelations that will
confirm an even closer US link to the
Canadian troops involved in the mur-

The unit’s lone black recruit was
put on a dog leash and forced to
walk on all fours with the words

“I love the KKK” scrawled on his

back in human excrement.

ders. McWaters claims that there were
“two four-man [US] A-Team Special
Forces personnel stationed with the
Canadian tour. From the information
gathered, they apparently wore Cana-
dian uniforms in an attempt to keep
their involvement secret from the lo-

30. Colin Nickerson, “Elitism to Racism: Unit's Downfall
Mars Canada’s Self Image,” Boston Globe, Jan. 29,1995, p.1.

Favorite listening for the racist right. Cassette cover for Rahowa (Racial Holy War).

RAHOWA is: |

aoorge B

Cvly ©f The Holy War

cals. (It is a violation of military law anc
regulation for US troops to don foreign
uniforms unless given a lawful order by
their commanders.) On March 3, 1993,
a US sergeant, Robert Deeks, Special
Forces, was killed during a mine patrol.
On March 4, a Somali civilian was
killed allegedly in retaliation for the
death.”31 He was reportedly executed
by Canadian commandos with a shot to
the head as he was lying on the ground.

Casting a Net
These links are particularly worrisome
in light of evidence that organized hate
groups within the military may be try-
ing to set up an international as well as
a national right-wing network. The
Special Forces Underground,
which claims that most of its
members are active duty Spe-
cial Forces troops,32 publishes
The Resister in hard copy and
on the Internet. The quarterly
newsletter advocates “strict
constitutionalism, isolation-
ism, individual rights, laissez-
faire capitalism, limited
government, and republican-
ism” and “features detailed cri-
tiques of current US military policies
and operations.”3? It opposes what it
sees as a dangerous expansion of fed-
eral power and US participation in
peacekeeping missions abroad. While

31. Interview, Duncan McWaters, op. cit.

32. Judy Thomas, “Area Lawyer Aims to Trim Federal
Power,” Kansas City Star, Dec. 20, 1995, p. C1.

33. John Kifner, “Extremist Army Group at War with US
Policy,” New York Times, Dec. 15, 1995, p. A40.
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Facing a double burden of discrimination, women soldiers in basic training at Ft. Dix. Although the Navy and Ma-
rines ordered stand downs to address sexism, the Army has not. Nor has it taken definitive action to combat racism.

the organization aggressively promotes
its views through The Resister, by
guarding its membership lists, makes it
impossible to determine whether it con-
stitutes a significant movement or is just
a gathering of a few overheated zealots.
Interestingly, the Army, which acknow-
ledges the existence of the group, ruled
that the Special Forces Underground
was not an “extremist organization” as
defined by its regulations.3*

In any case, a recent issue of The Re-
sister attracted attention with its harsh
critique of the destruction of the Branch
Davidian compound at Waco, Texas, in
April 1993. The article asserted that an
Army Special Forces unit assigned to
Joint Task Force-6 (JTF-6) at Ft. Bliss,
Texas, offered direct support and pre-
mission training to the BATF forces who
took part in the raid and that this role
violated federal law prohibiting the US
military from performing domestic police
functions. According to The Resister, JTF-6
provided four kinds of operational support
through Operation Alliance: reconnais-
sance; training; logistics; and research,
development, and acquisition. The news-

34. Ibid.

letter argues that this integration of
military and police forces “has been ex-
ploited by federal, state, and local law
enforcement agencies to militarize the
forces at their disposal.”35

Did Green Berets Undermine
the US Mission in Haiti?
Another issue of The Resister, widely
circulated on the Internet, claimed that
right-wing Green Berets sympathetic
to the Haitian coup government were
able to undermine US military goals
during Operation Restore Democracy in
Haiti.® The article begins with a scath-
ing, racist condemnation of Aristide
and the Lavalas movement. The far-
right FRAPH (Front for the Advancement
and Progress of Haiti) is described as
“the equivalent of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars and the American Legion form-
ing a political party.” The hated
“attachés” — armed civilian thugs who
worked with local police or military units

35. Eduardo Montes, “Army Unit Denies Targeting Mili-
tias,” Austin American-Statesman, June 13, 1995, p.
B3; see also José Palafox, “Militarizing the Border,”
CAQ, Winter 1995-96, pp. 14-19.

36. William Sheppard, “Subversion of the Third Amend-
ment,” The Resister, Spring 1995.

— are described as “nothing more than
acommunity-watch organization.”

The article’s most explosive claim is
that Special Forces members serving in
Haiti met with and advised senior
NCOs of the now defunct Haitian mili-
tary, attachés, and FRAPH members:

First, we [told] the most active anti-
communist Attachés and FRAPH
members to take long vacations ... on
the other side of the island [the Do-
minican Republic]. Second, we in-
formed them about plans and
timetables for weapons confiscation
and told them how to [hide] their
functional firearms. ... Third, we
identified the Lavalas leadership,
their friends and associates, and col-
lected from [the Haitian army] infor-
mation about Lavalas they had.
Fourth, we told FRAPHmembers to
stay out of politics and...let the com-
munists expose their true agendas.
Fifth, we waged a clandestine offen-
sive against Lavalas [details omitted
by The Resister’s editor] which in
our operational areas [drove] the
leadership back underground. Fi-
nally, we established an escape line
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to help [our Haitian allies] under
threat of arrest ... to reach relative
safety in the Dominican Republic.”

When former Army Capt. Larry
Rockwood, who served with Operation
Restore Democracy, was shown this
document, he commented: “It sounds a
lot like the views of most of the senior
officers I served with in Haiti. They
made no attempt to hide their contempt
for the average Haitian.”3®

A spokesperson for Brig. Gen. Rich-
ard W. Potter, Jr., commander of the
Joint Special Operations Task Force in
Haiti, told the New York Times that he
considered The Resister’s account of
military activities in Haiti “ridiculous.”
But in the wake of the publicity, Lt.
Gen. J.T. Scott, Special Operations

drawing of the US capitol flying a rebel
flag with the caption “I Have a Dream.”
Army technical manuals, such as In-
cendiaries or Unconventional Warfare
Devices, which provide how-to instruc-
tions on building a booby-trap bomb in
your basement, are widely available in
stores ringing the base. One clerk re-
ported that sales were “excellent.”
Does this mean that dozens of right-
wing GIs are hard at work onnew fertil-
izer bombs to bring down symbols of the
hated federal bureaucracy or are organ-
izing hate groups armed and trained
with taxpayer dollars? It is impossible
to say. What is clear is that some
groups, such as the Special Forces Un-
derground, are working hard to influ-
ence and perhaps recruit new military
converts to their cause.
The US military prides
itself on its racial policies

The Ar my’S Waning commitment to and, indeed, has made pro-

. . gress since World War II,
equa‘l Opportumty a'nd a'fﬁma'tlve when all units were segre-
action reflects a process occurring ~ gated. Its waning commit-

throughout US society.

commander, issued a memo reiterating
the rules on extremist groups and or-
dering a survey of Special Forces
troops. Not surprisingly, none of the
1,111 respondents admitted violating
Army regulations by participating in
extremist groups.3° .
Although many observers find the
Special Forces Underground’s self-pro-
claimed activities incredible, the exist-
ence and widespread dissemination of
the claims are in themselves disturbing.

Facing Right

Itis difficult to evaluate howserious the
long-term threat of extremists in uniform
is. Obviously, at least some GIs are be-
ing actively targeted for recruitment,
but it would be easy to exaggerate the
danger. As Gary Wills has written, para-
noia about paranoids is itself dangerous.

During a recent visit to Ft. Bragg, I
observed vehicles on and off base with
bumper stickers that implied or stated
racist sympathies. Some featured a con-
federate flag along with slogans such as
“The South Was Right”; another had a

37. Richard Crossman, “Field Report: The Truth About
Haiti,” The Restster, Winter 1995.

38. Interview, May 2, 1996. Rockwood was court-martialled
and dishonorably dismissed after attempting to report
human rights violations occurring in a Haitian prison.
39. Kifner, op. cit.

ment to equal opportunity

and affirmative action is dis-

turbing not only because of

its implications for the mili-
tary, but because it reflects a process oc-
curring throughout US society. A fed-
eral appeals court recently junked an
affirmative action program for admis-
sion to the law school at the University
of Texas. In 1995, the University of
California Board of Regents voted to
end affirmative action programs
throughout its vast system. Similar de-
cisions are occurring in other regions.
The US Supreme Court is expected t